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the health insurance industry cannot 
help itself when it comes to pocketing 
profits at the expense of the American 
people and American businesses. 

At precisely the moment when you 
would think the health insurance in-
dustry would want to demonstrate 
some restraint, because it’s been tell-
ing us for months that it can accom-
plish voluntarily all the things that we 
want to try to impose in terms of bet-
ter regulation on their practices, put-
ting competition in place in terms of a 
public option, at precisely that mo-
ment when they have an opportunity 
to demonstrate restraint, I’ve been 
going around my district and hearing 
from businesses and employers who are 
just now getting the notices, the re-
newal notices on what the insurance 
premiums are going to be starting in 
January; and they’re looking at 20 per-
cent increases, 25 percent, 30 percent. 
So that sends a strong message that 
the insurance industry voluntarily is 
not going to do the right thing. 

That’s why we’ve got to get a good, 
strong insurance reform in place that 
puts best practices in place with re-
spect to that industry and provides 
some competition. That’s what we’re 
working for right now. 

f 

PROSECUTING THE WAR IN 
AFGHANISTAN 

(Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado. Mr. 
Speaker, we are a Nation at war, and 
our Commander-in-Chief is more fo-
cused on how to engineer a government 
takeover of our health care system 
than he is on prosecuting the war in 
Afghanistan. It is my belief, having 
read General McChrystal’s 65-page re-
port on what is necessary to win this 
war, that he was pressured by the ad-
ministration to strip his request for 
how many troops out of this report. 

When things were going bad in Iraq 
in 2007, the Commander-in-Chief then, 
George W. Bush, turned to his military 
commander on the ground in Iraq and 
said, What will it take to turn this sit-
uation around? And General Petraeus 
came up with a plan, came before the 
Armed Services Committees for the 
House and the Senate to address what 
was necessary to turn the tide in Iraq, 
and he was granted what he requested 
for. 

The President needs to allow General 
McChrystal to give an honest assess-
ment of what it will take to win in Af-
ghanistan, and General McChrystal 
needs to share that with the Congress 
of the United States. 

f 

RYAN WHITE TREATMENT ACT 
(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas asked 

and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend her remarks.) 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise enthusiastically to sup-

port the extension of the Ryan White 
Treatment Act but also the full au-
thorization. 

I was here in Washington with Sen-
ator Kennedy and Senator ORRIN 
HATCH in 1990 when this vital, life-
saving bill was implemented to provide 
treatment for those who were infected 
with HIV. I was a member of the Hous-
ton City Council at that time, in awe 
because of the high number of HIV 
cases in the city of Houston. 

We must continue to address the 
treatment of HIV and the prevention of 
it, as well as ending the stigma that 
comes with that disease. 

As well, let me say that it is impor-
tant for health care reform to pass be-
cause we will get back to the idea of 
prevention and access for all to health 
care. And I’m very glad to support leg-
islation in the Judiciary Committee 
that is going to stop price fixing for 
health premiums, health insurance pre-
miums and medical malpractice pre-
miums. 

My good friends, extend and pass the 
Ryan White Treatment Act and sup-
port a vigorous public option for health 
care reform. America will see brighter 
days ahead of her and be able to pro-
vide access to health care for all Amer-
icans. 

f 

STOP VOTING TO KILL JOBS 

(Mr. GINGREY of Georgia asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. GINGREY of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, health insurance reform should not 
cost my patients their jobs. I have with 
me some disturbing numbers about our 
economy. 

My home State of Georgia has a 10.1 
percent unemployment rate. This is 
about 10 percent worse than when the 
Democrats passed their supposed ‘‘job 
creating stimulus bill.’’ The overall un-
employment rate in the United States, 
as we know now, is 9.8 percent, and 15 
million Americans are actively looking 
for work. 

Now, the Democrats are asking this 
Congress to vote to kill more jobs. 
Their health care reform plan, funded 
through massive new taxes on employ-
ers, will result in as many as 5.5 mil-
lion additional lost jobs. Don’t believe 
me? Well, ask the 22 Democrats who 
signed a letter to Speaker PELOSI on 
July 16 telling her the Obama plan 
would cause an increase of many small 
business taxes to up to 50 percent. 

Mr. Speaker, Georgia businesses can-
not afford any more job-killing taxes. 
And I respectfully ask you, on behalf of 
all Georgians, please stop voting to kill 
jobs. 

f 

ECONOMIC RECOVERY BY THE 
NUMBERS 

(Mr. MORAN of Virginia asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Mr. Speak-
er, through their words and votes, the 
Republican Party has been urging the 
American people not to stand in the 
way of a Great Depression. They unani-
mously voted against the President’s 
economic stimulus package. But let me 
quote the nonpartisan economist, Rob-
ert Samuelson, this week. He says: In 
early 2009, consumer and business 
spending was collapsing. The stimulus 
has helped stabilize the economy. It 
has saved jobs that otherwise would 
have been lost. And interest rates 
didn’t rise. 

Now, there’s obviously work still to 
be done. The numbers show, though, 
that we averted an economic depres-
sion and put our economy on a path to-
ward recovery. We know that that road 
to recovery is long, but it’s clear that 
things are starting to turn around. 

A million jobs have been created or 
saved by the Recovery Act; 250,000 edu-
cation jobs; 30,000 jobs created or saved 
by businesses that received Federal 
contracts from just a small part of the 
Recovery Act; and 500,000 responsible 
homeowners have signed up for the 
foreclosure prevention program. 

Mr. Speaker, this stimulus invest-
ment is working and it deserves bipar-
tisan support. 

f 

FREEDOM OF SPEECH 

(Mr. PENCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PENCE. You know, the American 
people cherish our freedom of speech 
and a free and independent press. 
That’s why I found this morning’s 
headlines so troubling. 

Goaded on by a White House increas-
ingly intolerant of criticism, lately the 
national media has taken aim at con-
servative commentators in radio and 
television, suggesting that they only 
speak for a small group of activists, 
and even suggests in one report today 
that Republicans in Washington are 
‘‘worried about their electoral effect.’’ 
Well, that’s hogwash. 

To suggest the men and women that 
are taking a stand for fiscal discipline 
and traditional values in the national 
debate today only speak for ‘‘grass-
roots activists’’ is absurd. As evidenced 
by the hundreds of thousands who 
filled town hall meetings this summer 
and the nearly million Americans that 
gathered here in Washington in Sep-
tember, millions of American, Repub-
licans, Democrats, and Independents, 
are worried about liberal social policies 
and runaway Federal spending, deficit, 
and debt. 

So, to my friends in the so-called 
mainstream media, I say, conservative 
talk show hosts may not speak for ev-
erybody, but they speak for more 
Americans than you do. 
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